
 



HOW TO GET MORE BOOK REVIEWS MELANIE ROCKETT.COM 

  

 

2 

 

How To Get 
More 

BOOK REVIEWS 
 

 

Written by Melanie Rockett 
© Melanie Rockett 2017 

All Rights Reserved 



HOW TO GET MORE BOOK REVIEWS MELANIE ROCKETT.COM 

  

 

3 

 
 



HOW TO GET MORE BOOK REVIEWS MELANIE ROCKETT.COM 

  

 

4 

 

Your Website or Author Blog 

is your MOST important 

marketing resource. 
 

You should be building it with two things in mind: 

 

#1 Your most important goal is to build your email list. Make it 

easy to subscribe. Give an incentive to subscribe. 

 

#2 is to engage your followers. 

 

Whether you are starting with just one book, or you have many 

… each book should have a separate “sales” page at a minimum. 

  

Your book “sales” page must 

 SELL your book. 
 

Each sales page should include a cover and a description. As 

you get reviews, include the BEST ones on your sales page.  If 

this sounds an awful lot like your sales page on Amazon, it IS.   
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You can make it look and feel different with a different write-

up, a different layout and with the reviews you choose to 

highlight.  You can make it slightly more personal than your 

Amazon sales page. 

  

DON’T FORGET TO INCLUDE  

YOUR AMAZON SALES PAGE LINK. 
 

I know this seems like a no brainer, but I’ve seen several sites 

where the author did not include a link to their Amazon sales 

page.  In one instance, I was motivated enough to look around 

and I finally found a link to her Author page.  In another 

instance, I simply didn’t care enough and clicked away to 

something else.  IF the link had been there, I probably would 

have clicked on it and checked the book out a bit more. 

 

Include a “look inside” widget on your book’s sales page.  This 

allows your visitors to take a peek inside your book and then go 

directly to Amazon to make their purchase.  Here’s a post on 

How to Add the LOOK INSIDE Widget to Your Blog. 

  

Launching a NEW BOOK . . . 
 

http://melanierockett.com/add-the-look-inside-widget-to-your-author-blog-or-website/
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Be sure to blog about your new book well in advance.  Let your 

audience know it is coming and tell them a bit about it.  When 

you are ready and have ARCs (Advanced Review Copy) 

available, ASK ASK ASK for beta-readers.   MAKE IT 

EASY:  have your ARC available in both PDF and Kindle 

versions.  For trusted beta-readers have a word doc version 

available. 

 

ASK your beta-readers if they will read the final edited copy and 

give you a review. 

 

NOTE:  don’t send word docs to people you don’t personally 

know. 

  

Publish Advanced Reviews 

 
When you send your volunteer reviewers an ARC. Let them 

know that if they are kind enough to write a review you MAY 

publish it on your website. 

 

Ask anyone who sends you a review to publish their review 

again on Amazon once your book is officially published.  If you 

have signed up for KDP select,  set a free day as soon as you hit 
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the publish button.  Let your advanced readers know, so they 

can download a free copy and then upload their review.  By 

downloading your free book and then posting their review,  the  

review will show up as a Verified Purchase. 

  

Make sure you include a “BUY BUTTON.” 

 

Hot off the Press 

Announcement 
When you officially hit the publish button.  Write another blog 

post letting everyone know.  Be sure to include a BUY button or 

link to your Amazon sales page.  Again, ASK for reviews. 

  

I KNOW that some of you are very shy about self-promotion 

and are thinking that this is all way too much. Way too 

aggressive.  Sounds way too needy. 
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First of all, put this into perspective.   You are not adding one 

blog post after another. Presumably there are days, weeks or 

even months between posts.  Even if there are not . . . 

Think COKE.  Is Coke shy about asking you to buy their 

products?  Yes, you may get tired of their constant ads, but 

guess what?  They work. 

 

Think Energizer Bunny. He just keeps on going and going and 

going.  He’s been going for over 25 years! Do you think is he 

about to stop?  Neither should you. 

 

People who visit your website are checking you out, or are 

already fans. They are MORE  likely to buy if they like what 

they see, and if you ASK, they are more likely to leave reviews. 

  

ASK  and then Make it EASY. 
• Beta Readers: Be sure to include information (a special 

email address or a form) so they can get in touch with you 

to send you comments, suggestions and … their review. 

• Pre-sales and sales: Make sure you include a BUY button 

and your Amazon URL 

• Fans: Be sure to let people know how to get in touch with 

you (email or form) 

http://melanierockett.com/how-to-use-drip-marketing-to-drive-sales/
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• Inside Your Book:  ASK for a review right at the end of 

your book. Include a clickable link that goes directly to 

your sales page where they can leave their review. 
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Are you using social media to 

get reviews? 
One of the purposes of having set up your social media channels 

is to promote your book. This includes getting reviews. 

Whether you are engaged on ONE channel or a dozen, that is 

your choice and depends on your communication preferences 

and time constraints.  Channels could include:  a Facebook 

Personal Profile or Facebook Fan Page,  Twitter account(s), 

Pinterest, Google+, LinkedIn, Instagram and many others. 

 

Start Yesterday! 
 

If you plan on having one or more Social Media channels,  and 

don’t have ANY, start NOW.  Don’t wait until you’re finished 

your book and have time … it will be too late.  Start now. 

The “secret” about Social Media is that … well, it’s SOCIAL. 

It takes time to set your channel up.  It takes time to get ten 

friends. It takes even more time to get 10,000 friends.  It takes 

time to do the “social” part which means talking to your 

“friends.” It takes time to keep on posting and sending out stuff 

about you and what you are doing. 
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Be generous and share posts, retweet, help promote other 

author’s books, share information and cool photos. Found a blog 

article you love? It takes seconds to share it on Pinterest, 

Twitter, Facebook or StumbleUpon.  Do it NOW as you bump 

into interesting and useful information. 

SEE the sharing symbols that float along the side of THIS 

page?  You will see share symbols in similar positions on other 

websites. You may see them at the bottom of the page. Use 

them.  If you share throughout your day you don’t have to worry 

about creating content for your networks! 

By the time you are ready to start promoting, you will have an 

audience that is interested! 

  

Your NEW book 
 

Presumably you have been sharing and building relationships 

while working on your book. You have been talking (posting, 

tweeting) to your friends about your upcoming book.  Maybe 

you’ve dropped a few hints about the book.  Perhaps your 

friends have helped you name the main character, or have 

helped make a final cover choice. In other words, you have 

“involved” them in your book ahead of your publishing date. 

http://melanierockett.com/how-to-get-more-book-reviews-social-media/
http://melanierockett.com/how-to-get-more-book-reviews-social-media/
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When you were almost at the final draft you asked for volunteer 

beta readers and got some help finding typos and errors and 

maybe a few tips on how to improve your story or content. 

 

 

Fast forward to the day you publish your 

book.    

NOW is the time to capitalize on the relationships you have 

been building.    Tell your followers that your new book is about 

to be published, or let them know it is hot off the press.  Ask for 

reviews.  If reviews are slow in coming, offer to send a gift or 

free preview copy.  Let your followers know about FREE and 

99cent days. 

Be friendly and informative vs. needy or demanding.  Here are 

two messages I came across on Twitter … note how they ASK 

for a review.   *** Keep a swipe file of ideas you can use. 

 

“My new #SciFi Romance is #FREE today, please be sure to 

download it  (include link here) and I’ll send you virtual kisses 

if you post a review!” 

 

“Just In Time Tips for Moms is on sale for only #99cents 

today. If you find the tips to be of use, please let others know in 

your review.”(include link here) 
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PERSONALLY ask your beta readers to post a review on 

Amazon.  Pick up the phone, connect with a SKYPE call. 

 

Be sure to ASK your followers to post or re-post to their groups. 

Make it easy for them by posting fabulous looking graphics and 

sending them the copy for some great information they can 

copy/paste into a post. 

 

IF you really want to take this to the MAX consider 

a Thunderclap campaign and potentially get hundreds of 

thousands of messages about your book sent to potential readers. 

 

Are you sending out enough? 

ASK” messages? 
 

A few months ago I tweeted out several times a day to one of 

my lists and got three reviews within two days.   I’ll definitely 

be doing this again, next time a little more aggressively. 

 

http://melanierockett.com/promote-your-book-with-thunderclap/
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What is aggressively?  How many messages 

should you be sending? How often? 
If you are like “most” authors, you are likely not sending 

aggressively enough.  ONCE is not enough.  Why?  The nature 

of social media is that the content is flying by. 

Let’s say for example, you sign onto Twitter at 1:00 PM.   You 

have ten minutes to write some tweets, reply to a message and 

read some tweets.  Your twitter feed is flying by.   Unless you 

have a very small number of people you are following, there are 

probably hundreds of messages.  You are likely seeing tweets 

sent out within in the last 30 minutes or hour … if that! 

So the message YOU send, is seen only by those people logging 

in at approximately the same time as you.  What about the other 

23 hours?  NO one sees your message. 

Don’t hesitate to send the same message several times a day … 

and several days in a row.  Change the message slightly if that 

makes you feel more comfortable.   On some of my networks 

I’ve had the same message repeating every few days for over a 

year.  I am still getting responses or traffic from these messages.  

This is known as drip marketing. It is used by the biggest and 

most profitable companies in the world. For more information 

about Drip Marketing, CLICK HERE. 

 

http://melanierockett.com/how-to-use-drip-marketing-to-drive-sales/
http://melanierockett.com/how-to-use-drip-marketing-to-drive-sales/
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Send a few more messages than you are comfortable with.  If the 

world doesn’t blow up … send a few  more. Try not to be 

obnoxious. 

OBNOXIOUS is sending the same message every 15 minutes.  

If I get this too often from the same sender, I just remove them 

from my list.  It is probably of little concern to them because 

they are obnoxious.  LOL 
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Author Groups or Circles 
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Author groups or “circles” are small to large gatherings of “like 

minded individuals,” including in-person and on-line author help 

groups, readers groups, small support groups and masterminds. 

Joining or CREATING a group well before you need reviews is 

mandatory.  It is totally unacceptable to join a group one day 

and ask for reviews the next day.  Join and PARTICIPATE 

within your group, give your support and feedback first before 

asking for help. 

Because participation is KEY to your success in the groups, 

don’t join dozens of groups at the same time.  Pick a few groups, 

decide which ones you like the best and start participating.  

When the time comes to ask for help, you will likely get MORE 

help if you have given help to others.   In other words . . . pay it 

forward! 

  

1. Local In-Person  

Support Groups 
 

These are normally small and intimate groups of serious writers 

who meet weekly or monthly to help each other with critiques, 

advice and encouragement.  I have several author friends who 

have belonged to a group for years. One local group started with 

one published author and seven hopefuls … several years later 

all eight members have a minimum of two published books and 
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three of the members have books published by main stream 

publishers.  The members were very serious about participation 

which includes countless detailed critiques, introductions to 

publishers, hand-holding, hugs and support when things got 

tough AND, celebrations including birthdays, holidays, new 

babies and getting published. 

 

Ways to find local groups include: 
• Create your own group using your city’s local meet-up 

organization. 

• Create your own group by placing a classified ad (or get an 

article published) in a community newspaper. 

• If there is a local university or college or night school 

organization that has writers classes either take a class to 

meet writers or get in touch with class instructors. 

• Put up flyers any place where there are writing classes. 

• Teach a writing class — ask your “better” students if they 

are interested in forming or joining a group. 

• Attend any local writer’s conferences to see if you can find 

local groups. 
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2. Remote Support Groups 
 

There are hundreds regional, national and international writing 

support groups. 

Large large niche support groups include huge organizations 

such as the RWA or Romance Writers of America. This group is 

so large they even have city specific chapters!   There are 

country specific organizations such as the Canadian Authors 

Association. 

There are hundreds of small and informal authors groups or 

masterminds similar to the Local In-Person groups.  These 

groups will communicate by phone, instant messenger, email or 

services such as Skype. 

Google your city, region, country or specialty niche to find 

organizations you might want to join. 

I belonged to a 6 person, video Skype mastermind group for 

three years.  Each of us had a stated goal (publishing or writing) 

and every two weeks we’d report on our successes or failures 

and would ask for help.  For example during one meeting a 

member asked if any of us knew about writing “white papers.”  I 

was able to help with a list of books, resources and a short-

course on the subject.  That member went on to get three 

contracts for writing white papers. 

https://www.rwa.org/
http://canadianauthors.org/national/
http://canadianauthors.org/national/
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Ways to find non-local groups 
• Regional or nation writer’s conferences are an excellent 

place to find like minded writers. 

For example if you write children’s books, attend several 

sessions aimed at your niche. Ask the presenter if they 

could announce your group or ask if there are any existing 

groups.   Put up a flyer. 

• Within larger formal organizations, join a chat group and 

start looking for a small mastermind you can join,  OR 

create your own group. For example, if you belong to the 

RWA see if there is a chapter for your city and then find 

out if there are any local in-person meetings. 

• Announce a group or ask for existing groups  on your blog, 

your newsletter list, your Facebook, Twitter or other social 

media account. 

  

3. YOUR Beta Readers Group 
 

This will be (should be) ONE of the most important groups you 

create. 

Some authors have a beta-readers group list in the hundreds.  

This gives them a real advantage in the publishing game because 

they will not only get great feedback on their books but will 

create interest in their books and get dozens of reviews within 

the first few weeks of hitting the publish button. 
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This of this as your ultimate goal.   Everyone starts their beta-

readers group at zero so don’t let that number discourage or stop 

you. 

Start building your beta-readers group a couple of months in 

advance of your scheduled publishing date.  Look for people 

who have been supporting your writing dreams. Contact them 

personally and ask them if they would like to be a beta-reader 

for your next book … be sure to tell them what kind of feedback 

you would like. 

Once you have a few personal contacts on your list … and when 

you have a beta-copy ready to go, you can also reach out on any 

of your social media channels, your blog and your email FAN 

list. 

Create a newsletter or contact list just for your beta-readers. This 

will enable you to contact and distribute beta-copies easily when 

the time comes.  Create an email account JUST for your beta-

readers. This will make it easier to keep track of incoming 

comments and other messages about your book. 

 

A few days before you publish, let your beta-readers know the 

book is ready for publication.  If you enroll in KDP Select, let 

them know what days they can download a FREE copy.  Ask 

them for a review.  FREE downloads are considered to be 

“purchases” and any reviews will be labelled as a “verified 

purchase.”   I highly recommend at least one or two days of 

FREE as soon as possible for this very reason! 
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IF you don’t plan on having FREE days for several weeks, send 

your beta-readers the final copy of your  book via PDF or kindle 

file and ask them to review the book.  Because they won’t be 

buying the book any reviews given will not be a “verified 

purchase.” 

 

Treat your beta-readers like the DIAMONDS they are! Be kind, 

polite, thankful and generous. NEVER react negatively to any 

suggestions they make NO MATTER how hurtful they may 

be.  NEVER try to explain why you wrote something the way 

you wrote it.  Consider carefully what they say and either make 

changes or not (it IS your book).  IF you keep getting the same 

comments over and over and over again you can assume your 

regular readers will be thinking the same thing! 

 

In his book APE: Author, Publisher, Entrepreneur—How to 

Publish a Book, Guy Kawasaki talks about how he sent out a 

beta-copy to over 250 beta readers. He got back about 60 

messages that included lists of typos, grammatical errors and 

factual errors.  This saved him from major embarrassment AND 

helped launch his book with a BIG buzz! 

  

http://amzn.to/2kLkL5i
http://amzn.to/2kLkL5i
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4. Facebook Groups 
 

There are literally hundreds of author, publisher, Amazon and 

Kindle oriented Facebook groups.  Some are better than others. 

You can use Facebook Groups in three 

ways: 
• Create your own private (or public) group with the purpose 

of helping and sharing.  One purpose for a private 

Facebook group might be for your beta readers. 

• Join a pile of Kindle Facebook groups with the purpose of 

“blasting” out information on your new book. 

• Join an established author group with the purpose of 

helping and sharing. You might have to join a few groups 

before finding one that suits YOU and your niche. 

 

Keep on reading, there is MORE information on Facebook 

Groups in the next chapter. 
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Using Facebook Groups To Get 

More Book Reviews 
 

There are hundreds if not over a thousand Facebook groups 

specifically for telling people about your new book.  Many of 

these groups include the word “review” or “reviews” in their 

title because their purpose is to help members get reviews for 

their newly published books. 

 

There are also Facebook Groups specifically for announcing 

newly published, FREE book offerings and 99cent sales. 

 

Yet other Facebook Groups are for the purpose of sharing author 

and publishing information and asking for help with choosing 

Titles, book covers and even getting critiques on various bits 

and pieces of writing. 

 

Finding  and Joining Facebook Groups 
Log into your Facebook Personal Profile account.  In the top left 

corner there is a search box.  Enter your search term starting 

with “groups: “.  Starting with groups will filter out a lot of other 

unrelated accounts. 
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You will get a small popup panel that lists a dozen or more 

groups.   In this panel you can see whether or not the groups is a 

PUBLIC group, meaning anyone can join, OR a CLOSED 

GROUP, meaning you need an invitation to join. 

 

 

  

Click on the link at the bottom of the panel “See all results for 

…”    A larger search panel will appear.  All the CLOSED 
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GROUPS will disappear and only the PUBLIC groups will 

remain. 

You can go crazy and click on the JOIN button for as many 

groups as you want   OR   you can be a bit more cautious and 

click on the group TITLE to see more about the group.  (see 

below) 

When you click on the JOIN button, you will either be enrolled 

immediately, or you will have to wait for the ADMIN to 

approve your request.  Come back in a day or so to find out what 

groups have approved you. 

 

 

  

I prefer to be cautious when joining groups because some have 

become UN-moderated free-for-alls that are totally useless. And 

a few have rules that are far too restrictive for me. 
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If you want to check the group and group rules before you JOIN 

… simply click on the title of the group.  It will open the group 

and allow you to peek inside. 

 

  

 Read the DESCRIPTION first and see if you are prepared to 

live by the rules.  Then take a look in the main panel to see what 

members are posting and how much they are posting. 

 

Ask yourself if the members are being helpful and useful or are 

they just blasting away and not participating. 

 

If you like what you see, then click on the JOIN GROUP 

button at the top of the main panel 
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Here are a few “group:”  search terms that 

will give you good results: 
• groups: Kindle  (you will get a wide open array that 

includes Kindle in the group name) 

• groups: Authors (a good place to look for author help 

groups) 

• groups: writing 

• groups: Kindle FREE  (you will find hundreds of FREE 

books being promoted) 

• groups: Kindle 99 (99cent books only.  Most rules state no 

free book, nothing over 99cents) 

• groups: Romance writer   (this is a great way to find niche 

groups … substitute your niche instead of “romance”) 

 

There you have it.  Finding and joining groups is easy, creating 

posts, posting and responding to other Facebook members is the 

time-consuming part! 
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Where Do You Find The Groups 

You Joined? 
 

 

 

Go to your Personal Profile Facebook Dashboard by clicking on 

your Facebook name. 

Then on the top menu find MORE, click on it to launch the drop 

down panel. Click on Groups. 
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Posting to Facebook Groups 
There is nothing new here.  You post and add images exactly the 

same way you do on your own Facebook page.  You comment, 

like, and share exactly the same way you do on your friend’s 

Facebook page. 

 

My advice is to keep your messages short.  No one has the time 

or inclination to read a 600 word description of your book.  Be 

sure to post an IMAGE.  Either the cover of your book, or a 

banner you designed for Facebook advertising. 

 

Play it safe by sticking within the guidelines (see Following the 

Guidelines Below). 

 

If you are going to post to dozens or 

hundreds of groups: 
 

Hire a VA (virtual assistant). Posting is a perfect task for them.  

If they work for you daily, have them post for 30 minutes a day.  

If they work for you occasionally, have them post for one hour 

(max) and then take a two hour break before posting again.  If 

they post for hours on end your account will probably get 

suspended. 
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Auto Post Software 
Another alternative is to use Auto Post software. This software 

posts to many groups in a row taking appropriate breaks to 

simulate human behavior.  This kind of software will allow you 

to post at any time of the day or night so you can hit different 

time zones in the Groups. 

CLICK HERE to find out about some of the software available 

for Facebook Auto Posting. 

  

 

How to Get Reviews 
These are the BIG questions: 
• Is using Facebook for getting reviews safe? 

• Is it ethical? 

• Will you have problems with Amazon. 

 

It is safe as long as you stick to Amazons guidelines.  For 

example if you simply post your book and tell readers about it, 

you aren’t breaking any rules. 

 

http://melanierockett.com/auto-post-to-facebook-groups/
http://melanierockett.com/auto-post-to-facebook-groups/
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If you post your book and ask readers to please download and 

review, you aren’t breaking any rules. 

The “big crunch decision” comes when asking for guaranteed 5-

star reviews or engaging in review exchanges. 

 

I could NOT find any rules directly relating 

to review exchanges.  If you can cite an Amazon rule 

in regards to exchanges, please do make a comment and let me 

all know. 

 

A few years ago, IF I was having problems getting “starter 

reviews” for a client’s book, I would do a few exchanges just to 

get the ball rolling.  Over those few years, Amazon’s algorithms 

have gotten smarter and better at detecting friends and 

suspicious review.  LOL they use mathematical formulas to 

detect black holes a million light years away … an algorithm 

that detects suspect reviews is child’s play in comparison!  In 

spite of that, I continue to see “suspect” reviews!  Would I do 

exchanges today?  Maybe. If I exhausted all other options I 

might do a few. 

 

However before I engaged in exchanges I would first use 

Facebook Groups to post my books and politely request reviews 

(not exchanges).  I would definitely engage in author groups to 
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offer help and get help … and maybe a few reviews would come 

from those exchanges. 

Engaging in Review Exchanges is YOUR 

decision.  Do NOT say that I told you to do review 

exchanges,  I am telling you that it is and OPTION and it is 

ultimately YOUR decision. If you choose to engage in 

exchanges don’t exchange reviews with someone more than 

once. Don’t display your exchange intent ON the Facebook 

group board, contact people via Personal Messages. 

 

IF you decide to do exchanges: 
Remember, YOU have to read and review their book, so don’t 

load up too much.  With review trades you will get everything 

from two sentence dreck reviews to really nice well thought out 

reviews.   Because I don’t want dreck reviews, I  ask review 

partners for the URL to their review page first.   I look at their 

past reviews and then decide whether to proceed or not. 

 

Keep yourself SANE by creating a 

spreadsheet and listing: 
* their Facebook name 

*the Facebook group you found them in 

* the name of their book, URL and author name 
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* date on which you will do their review   (add this to your 

calendar) 

*date on which they posted their review 

Once you’ve agreed to a review exchange, do your review, as 

promised and relentlessly follow up and make sure they review 

and post YOUR book review. 

Here is the Amazon Review Rules Page.   Make sure you read it. 

 

Here is a quote from Amazon about 

Reviews, Promotions and Commercial 

Solicitations 
• In order to preserve the integrity of Community content, 

content and activities consisting of advertising, promotion, 

or solicitation (whether direct or indirect) is not allowed, 

including: 

• Creating, modifying, or posting content regarding your (or 

your relative’s, close friend’s, business associate’s, or 

employer’s) products or services. 

• Creating, modifying, or posting content regarding your 

competitors’ products or services. 

• Creating, modifying, or posting content in exchange for 

compensation of any kind (including free or discounted 

products) or on behalf of anyone else. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=201929730
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• Offering compensation or requesting compensation 

(including free or discounted products) in exchange for 

creating, modifying, or posting content. 

• Posting advertisements or solicitations, including URLs 

with referrer tags or affiliate codes. 

Following the Guidelines 
Each Facebook group has its own rules of engagement. Be sure 

to read them because if you break the rules you may be kicked 

out.  This includes things like off topic posts, trying to sell stuff 

(other than your book), posting too many times, etc. Sometimes 

you will get a warning, but some administrators are tough 

cookies and will simply ban you. 

 

IF you decide to use auto posting software, you should carefully 

create separate groups for:  free books only,  99cent books only,  

anything goes,  romance books only, etc.   Segmenting into 

groups will help you stick to the group rules more easily.   

 

On top of the Group restrictions, Facebook also has its own 

restrictions on posting.  Post too many times, to too many 

groups, in too short a time period and you will be restricted from 

posting anywhere for a week or even longer. 

 

  

http://melanierockett.com/auto-post-to-facebook-groups/
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Best Advice 
 

My best advice on using Facebook Groups for getting reviews is 

to join a group that will be useful to you in some other way.  A 

group you will ENJOY.  Participate and get to know some of the 

members. Help them out.  When it is time to launch your book 

… ask some of your new “friends” to join your beta reading 

group or let them know your new books is about to be launched.  

Some of them will download or buy and some of them may give 

you a review. 

 

Next,  join a pile of other Facebook Groups and use an auto 

poster to send out blurbs and images of your books, especially 

when you have free days or 99cent sale days. 

 

http://melanierockett.com/auto-post-to-facebook-groups/
http://melanierockett.com/auto-post-to-facebook-groups/
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http://melanierockett.com/how-to-get-more-book-reviews-reviewer-blogs/Book reviewers and bloggers can not only give you great reviews but can introduce you to their audience -- sometimes a very LARGE audience!
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Book reviewers and bloggers 

can not only give you great 

reviews but can introduce you 

to their audience — sometimes 

a very LARGE audience! 
 

There are literally thousands of bloggers who either occasionally 

review or mention books, or who review books by the boat 

load.  Getting a mention on a popular website such as the 

Huffington Post or on Darren Rowse’s Digital Photography 

School could catapult your book sales over the moon. 

 

The BIG SECRET here is doing your research, finding out 

what blogs/websites are appropriate for your book and then 

contacting the site owners and letting them know about your 

book. You have to let bloggers know about your book and ASK 

for a review or mention. 

 

You may be approaching a small blog owner or reviewers that 

have “top 500 reviewer” status beside them on Amazon. You 

may be approaching a “Sci-Fi Magazine Reviewer,” or Kirkus 
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Reviews editor.  These are the reviews that experienced authors 

covet and dream about. These are the reviews you must really 

work for. 

 

What’s the work? 
• First you have to FIND a review blog or a niche blog that 

might give you a review. Be very careful to match the 

potential reviewer with the genre of your book. It is an 

absolute waste of time to approach a reviewer who only 

reviews fiction books when you are pitching a non-fiction 

book.  Ditto with niches and sub-niches. Take a look at 

what the reviewer has done before.  If your book fits into 

the Romance – “Erotica niche” and the reviewer has only 

published reviews that fit into “Clean and Wholesome,”  

save your time and the reviewers time by NOT contacting 

them.. 

. 

• Create a list or database with the reviewer’s name, their 

website URL, the types (niches) of books they review and 

their email address, or link to their on-site form. If you can, 

also determine what formats the reviewer prefers (paper, 

PDF or e-book). 

. 

• IF the reviewer accepts your book, send it to them, in the 

format they request and then WAIT.  Make a note of the 

date you sent your book in your database. 
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Be PATIENT. 
The reviewer is undoubtedly busy, not only with their own life 

but with a stack of books to review. It could take them six 

months to get to your book, they may change their mind and not 

review your book at all, OR they may write the review 

tomorrow and forget to tell you.  Don’t bug them, just wait. 

While you are waiting, contact OTHER bloggers, take MORE 

action marketing steps and keep on writing more books. 

. 

Should you follow up? 
If the blogger is of special importance to you a gentle inquiry 

after two months wouldn’t hurt.  Be sure to check their blog 

FIRST to see if a review is already there … it would be VERY 

embarrassing to ask them if they still plan on reviewing your 

book only to find out they already have! 

  

The PAY OFF 
Though there is a LOT of  hard work involved. There is also a 

pay off. 

Book Reviewers may review your book on their website (blog) 

OR on Amazon, Goodreads or any of the other BIG book, or 

BIG review sites. 

You have no control over WHERE they post their reviews.  

What you DO have control over is that once the review is 
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published, you can use this information on your own website, in 

your Amazon Author section or in your advertising.  Make sure 

you let potential buyers know that you got a review on Kirkus  

or Sci Fi Magazine or that Bill Gates loved your book. 

 

I’ve developed and maintain a list of over 500 active book 

bloggers and reviewers that regularly review books.  This will 

get you started, but you still have to do your homework.  Visit 

the reviewer site, find out what genre and format the reviewer 

wants, and contact them via e-mail or though their on-line 

contact form.   You will find the Directory of Reviewers HERE. 

 

Don’t stop there.  Do more research to find niche specific blogs 

that might mention or link to your book.  If a blogger is a major 

influencer in your area, consider sending them a paper version 

of your book and let them know it is available on Kindle.   Be 

sure to ASK for a mention and link on their blog or in their 

newsletter. 

  

Is the pay off worth it? 
I think so.  The minute I see a book has been reviewed by 

Kirkus or a Top blogger I pay MORE attention.  I know that 

even smaller blog reviewers create links back to my website, or 

my Amazon sales pages.  These links are permanent and 

continue to sell books for me for YEARS. What started as a 

http://melanierockett.com/directory-of-book-reviewers/
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small blog could turn into a major player and YOUR link is 

there! 

 

The fact that I can use some reviews in my advertising and on 

my author page is another big benefit especially if I have 

challenges getting reviews from Amazon purchasers. 

  

Time Saving Tip:  
Do you have a Virtual Assistant?  Depending on their level of 

English and their marketing knowledge, this is a job that you can 

turn over to them partially (have them do the research and create 

a short list of potential bloggers) or in full. 

  

What about YOU?  Do you think this is worth all the 

work?  What is YOUR reaction when you see a book with a top 

reviewer you are familiar with?  What is YOUR experience 

pitching to Review Bloggers? 

 

Check out Kasey Giard’s book  Reviews Wanted: An Author's 

Guide to Effective Networking with Book Bloggers.  Kasey is a 

book reviewer and blogger. She has written over 400 book 

reviews on her website The Story Sanctuary.  Her book contains 

loads of information on what book bloggers are looking for and 

how to approach them. 

http://amzn.to/2t1nFrk
http://amzn.to/2t1nFrk
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You can find readers who regularly review books on their 

niche Blogs or on their Book Review Blogs.  You can also find 

hundreds of willing reviewers on Amazon! 

Amazon has lists of their top 1000 reviewers, top 500 reviewers, 

top 50 reviewers, top 10 reviewers and VINE voice reviewers.  

You can see the reviewer “status” listed beside their user name. 

 

  

Good reviews from any of the Amazon TOP reviewers range 

from slightly prestigious to significantly prestigious.  A good 

review from a Top 100 reviewer will give you a fabulous boost . 

. . not only to your ego but to your sales. 

 

“Amazon invites customers to become Vine Voices based on 

their reviewerrank, which is a reflection of the quality and 

helpfulness of their reviews as judged by 

other Amazon customers. Amazon provides Vine members 

with free products that have been submitted to the program by 

participating vendors.” 

 

Both Vine Voice reviewers and many of the TOP list reviewers 

get loads of free goodies sent from Amazon and directly from 

manufacturers.. They get so many requests for reviews that 

https://www.amazon.com/review/top-reviewers
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approaching them with your unknown and not yet reviewed 

Kindle book is pretty daunting and will likely result in much 

discouragement. 

There IS a better way . . . 
Find books that are similar to your book and approach the 

readers who reviewed those books. These people are not on the 

TOP reviewer lists and though some of them get requests, the 

volume won’t even begin to approach that of the TOP 

reviewers.  This is a two step process: 

1. Create your list of reviewers. 

2. Approach the reviewers and ASK them to review your 

book. 

Let’s say you are just about to publish your book “Silly Cat 

Tricks,” and you are looking for potential Amazon reviewers.   

Here’s how to do it: 

 

1. Create Your List Of 

Reviewers. 
 

Start by looking for books similar to “Silly Cat Tricks,” which 

is about training cats. 
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One of the books you find is Cat Training in 10 Minutes.  In 

spite of its high price it has over 80 reviews ranging from 1 to 5 

stars. 

Using the review search panel, filter the list for most recent as 

well as 5-star (or 4-star) reviews 

 

 

 

Also make a note of the “Customer Also Viewed” panel at the 

side … which lists even more cat training books for you to 

check out. The book with 260 reviews would be a good bet! 

http://amzn.to/2kjlOpb
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Now comes the hard and boring part.  You have to go through 

each review, click on the reviewer name 

 

and see if there is an email address available. 
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the email address.  In fact you should create a list (or database) 

that includes the user name, the reviewers real name IF 

available, the name of the book reviewed, a tidbit about what the 

reviewer liked or didn’t like, and their email address. 

If you start getting discouraged 

at this time consuming process 

there are three alternatives: 
 

1.  Give this job to your Virtual Assistant. 
 

If you don’t have a regular VA, this is the type of job that 

can be outsourced to a Fiverr who offers one or more hours 

of VA services for $5.   You MUST give your VA detailed 
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instructions on what to do, as well as one or two examples 

of the final product you are expecting.  

 

You should also have an idea of the level of productivity 

expected.  For example, if it takes you an hour to add four 

names to your list, don’t expect your VA to magically 

produce eight, names. Since they have to learn what to do 

first, and will probably be hesitant and uncertain if they are 

doing it right, expect two or three names for the first few 

hours and then maybe one or two more per hour after that. 

. 

Depending on what you are paying your VA and their 

ability to create a solid list of reviewers, it might be 

cheaper to consider one of the following services: 

. 

2. HugeOrange.com   

 

HugeOrange has a e-mail service that goes out to 

approximately 400 Top Amazon Reviewers and Review 

Blogs.  The e-mail simply lets top reviewers know about 

your book.  Whether or not they review it is up to them.  

However, you get your money back if you don’t get any 

reviews.  Great deal! 

. 

3. Book Razor 

  

Rather than sending emails out for you, Book Razor 

http://hugeorange.com/reviews/
http://hugeorange.com/shop/top-amazon-reviewers-vines/
http://hugeorange.com/shop/top-amazon-reviewers-vines/
http://bookrazor.com/
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provides you with a LIST of niche specific reviewers. 

 

You provide Book Razor with a list of books that are 

similar to yours, they sort through the reviewers on 

Amazon and provide you with a list of emails.  

 

This way if your book is a “billionaire romance,” you get a 

list of reviewers who LIKE billionaire romances!  

 

Make sure you place your order in advance because it takes 

approximately a week to get your list back.    

 

Please note …. BookRazor  provides you with a LIST they 

do NOT contact the reviewers for you!. 

 

Once your list is ready to go . . . 

  

2. Approach the reviewers 

and ASK them to review  

your book. 
 

https://www.bookrazor.com/
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Once you have your list of potential reviewers, you have to 

contact them individually.  You will get MUCH better results if 

you create custom emails, vs sending out a generic email. 

 

Here’s an example: 
Dear Jonathan (use the reviewers user name OR real name), 

I found the review you wrote on Amazon for Cat Training in 10 

Minutes to be very entertaining! In your review you 

mentioned (blah, blah, blah). 

I have just published “Silly Cat Tricks,” a book about cat 

training that specifically addresses the missing pieces you talked 

about. 

(Add two or three sentences additional sentences about your 

book here. JUST the essence, the reviewer can read your book  

description if they want more info.  This can be reusable 

information that you can copy and paste to save time.) 

I would appreciate it if you would read and review my book.  It 

is 56 pages long and takes 60 – 90 minutes to read. Your cat 

Mimi will love learning the new tricks. 

I can send you a free PDF or a mobi copy. Additionally, the 

book will be available for a free download on Mar 3, 2020.   

Please let me know if you are interested and what format you 

would prefer. 

John Silva 

johnsilva@gomail.com 
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link directly to your Amazon page (if available) 

 

SILLY CAT TRICKS:  Train your cat to sit, beg, come when 

she’s called, play fetch, never scratch your furniture and more.  

SillyCatTricks.com 

 

 

When you get a reply, send your PDF, mobi or paper 

copy as soon as possible.  Send all your pertinent information 

along with it, including:  Book name, Amazon link, number of 

pages, YOUR name, email address and phone number. 
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What if  you don’t get a reply?   

 

A few writers I work with send the same email again after 30 

days. If they still don’t get a reply, they just make a note of it 

and let it go.  Note: Don’t remove the reviewer from your 

database, so you don’t keep adding them back. You need to have 

a record of who you contacted, when and the results. 

 

What if they ask for a free copy and don’t 

review it?   

 

Follow up in 30 – 45 days.  Just remind them about your book, 

ask them if they need another PDF copy sent.  Don’t say 

anything that even approximates, “You said …”   The bottom 

line is they could be too busy, their mother could have ended up 

in the hospital, they changed their mind, or they hated your book 

and were kind enough NOT to give it a 1-star review.     Again 

… just make a note in your database and move on. 

 

This way of approaching reviewers WORKS … but only if you 

DO the work. You MUST create a database to track your 

activity and you MUST meticulously keep it up-to-date. 

 



HOW TO GET MORE BOOK REVIEWS MELANIE ROCKETT.COM 

  

 

56 

 

Asking Amazon reviewers is an excellent way to get your first 

five or more reviews and it is a great way to revive a book when 

sales are slowing down. While you may want to go for some 

marathon asking sessions when your book is first published, feel 

free to slow down after you get your first 10 reviews.   

 

After that, set up some regular “marketing” hours on your 

schedule and just keep on asking.  Even if you ask 5 people a 

week that adds up to 250 in a year. Unless your book is a piece 

of trash you WILL get reviews! 
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Purchasing Reviews? 

 
I have my ears covered and am hiding under my desk.  Many of 

you are morally outraged.  It is against Amazon rules isn’t it?  

Yes … and NO!  Keep reading, because reviews are being 

purchased every day. 

 

First of all there is Amazon’s VINE program.  Though it says 

upfront that it is a VINE review and that the reviewer got the 

product for free, give me a break.  Will a reviewer who just got a 

$300 product for free, trash it?  If they did would they stay on as 

part of the VINE program?  These people get thousands of 

dollars in free products every month, so I know what I think … 

what do YOU think? 

 

I’ve also noticed that Amazon appears to be very inconsistent in 

how they enforce their rules. In the end it is all about money.  

For example, best selling author, John Locke wrote a book 

called How I Sold 1 Million eBooks in 5 Months!  Amazon has 

since removed the book from sale, but only after it got 621 

reviews … which equates to a considerable number of sales! 

 

People investigated Locke’s claim and it started a 

FIRESTORM of controversy because it turns out he not only 

http://amzn.to/2rAjNZv
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paid people to buy his book, but paid for 5-star reviews.  Goes 

without saying that Amazon knows all about it. Lock’s library of 

books are still for sale.  I am not sure if the books, he scammed 

the reviews on are still selling!  According to Amazon’s rules of 

engagement, Locke’s account should have been removed.  Go 

figure! 

 

If you are prepared to pay for reviews there 

are a growing number of companies that 

will help you.   

 

Basically you are paying for a brokering service.  The review 

service company finds reviewers and makes sure your book 

review gets written and posted.  They make NO promises that 

the review will be positive.   I noticed that some of the 

companies will not post one or two star reviews, it basically 

becomes a “pass.” 

 

How do they get around Amazon’s no payment for reviews 

rule?  In a nutshell … the reviewers don’t get paid.  They are 

encouraged to write honest evaluations and to offer their 

opinions on the book.  There is NO obligation to create a  

glowing review for a book that doesn’t deserve it.  In MOST 

cases the reviewer will also state that they got a free copy of the 

http://amzn.to/2sMQ1nK
http://amzn.to/2sMQ1nK
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book and that their review was not influenced by that fact that it 

was free. 

 

Buying reviews is NOT cheap and depending on the service, it 

can take up to a month or more to get your reviews posted. 

 
Here are several review sites that will help 

you break the ten reviews barrier! 
 

 

TCBookAuthority.com   

 

TCBookAuthority has packages from one review ($75.00) to 10 

reviews ($400.00).  They guarantee that your book will NOT 

receive one or two star reviews. If a reviewer hates your book, 

they will simply not post the review. 

You can choose what site you want your reviews on, so if you 

are not an Amazon fan, you can choose from other book 

retailers. 

 

They also have monthly recurring packages, which give you the 

choice of one or more reviews every month!  This is a great idea 

http://www.tcbookauthority.com/Reviews.html
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if your book has gone stale and sales are slowing down, or if you 

have a perma-free book that needs new reviews regularly. 

  

LiteraryTitan.com  has a service that includes a review 

(within 45 days), plus an interview and a bit of social media 

marketing.  Their package sells for $59.00   Unfortunately one 

review is all you can order. 

NOTE:  This used to be The Hungry Monster Book Review 

service. 

  

Dog-Eared Reviews    

 

This review service company has over 400 active readers across 

the country, pretty well guaranteeing a reader for every niche! 

 

Starting at $70 for one review, they also have 5-review packages 

and 10-review packages ($10 for $399).  Dog-Eared Reviews 

additionally has monthly packages giving you one to five new 

reviews every month. 

  

HugeOrange.com 
 

HugeOrange doesn’t do “consumer reviews” rather it offers a 

https://literarytitan.com/book-review-service/
http://www.dog-eared-reviews.com/#packages
http://hugeorange.com/reviews/
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range of review services that I found to be quite interesting and 

very useful. 

 

First off is their Book Publication Review and Award 

Badge  service.  This is actually quite a nice package for the 

price.  This services starts with a well written review. You can 

use the review on your Amazon Author Page (HugeOrange is 

apparently an Amazon authorized reviewer).  Visitors will see 

this review in the description section of their listing.  Second 

you can get an “award badge” that you can place on your book 

and use in other marketing materials. You also get 

their Marketing Blast promotion package, which goes out to a 

variety of social media sites. 

 

IF you have a FREE book, give their Free Book 

Promotion service a peek.  I think this service would work really 

well for perma-free books and might work well, IF you have a 

five-day free-days promotion and give them plenty of advanced 

notice. 

 

And finally, they have an e-mail service that goes out to 

approximately 400 Top Amazon Reviewers and Review Blogs.  

The e-mail simply lets top reviewers know about your book.  

Whether or not they review it is up to them.  However, you get 

your money back if you don’t get any reviews, which makes this 

service a  Great Deal! 

http://hugeorange.com/shop/book-publication-review/
http://hugeorange.com/shop/book-publication-review/
http://hugeorange.com/shop/free-book-reviews/
http://hugeorange.com/shop/free-book-reviews/
http://hugeorange.com/shop/top-amazon-reviewers-vines/
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NOTE: Don’t Get Reviews From Fiverr And Other Similar 

Services 

 

You MIGHT be able to find reviewers on outsourcing networks 

such as Fiverr, but I wouldn’t advise it.   WHY?  Amazon has 

filed several lawsuits against groups of Fiverr reviewers who 

guarantee five-star reviews.   

 

As a result Fiverr is being very diligent and is now removing 

gigs that promise 5-star reviews.  Amazon is being equally 

diligent and looks specifically for reviewers with hundreds of 

similar sounding glow-in-the-dark 5-star reviews. 
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That’s it, seven great strategies on how to get reviews. 

There is NO excuse for not having at least five and preferably 

ten reviews for your book. 

 

IF you plan ahead, you should be able to have ten or more 

verified reviews in your first week.   

 

I was going to say Good Luck, but getting reviews has nothing 

to do with luck, so  . . .  

 

May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind always be at 

your back. May the sun shine warm upon your face. 

 

Melanie Rockett  
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BEST Books on How To Get Book Reviews 
 

I don’t know about YOU, but I can never get enough 

information about a topic that is important to me. 

Here are the TOP three “How To Get Book Reviews” books in 

my library: 

Dr. Gary Webb’s  Book Reviews That Sell: Discover the Secrets 

of Getting a Boatload of Great Reviews 

 

The Savvy Book Marketer's How To Get Your Book Reviewed 

 

Kasey Giard’s book  Reviews Wanted: An Author’s Guide to 

Effective Networking with Book Bloggers.  

 

For MORE great reads … 

 

 

Check out my thumbnail reviews  

of my TOP TEN selections 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2udBin5
http://amzn.to/2udBin5
http://amzn.to/2unlYor
http://amzn.to/2t1nFrk
http://amzn.to/2t1nFrk
http://melanierockett.com/best-books-on-how-to-get-book-reviews/
http://melanierockett.com/best-books-on-how-to-get-book-reviews/
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Though I have every single book listed here, my advice is to get 

at least the first three. They all have something a bit different to 

say and all of them will give you loads of ideas and enough 

inspiration to keep you going in spite of the hard and often 

discouraging work. 

Once you have the first three in your library, pick and choose 

any of the others that interest you. Even if there is nothing new, 

they offer you inspiration to keep on going. 
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SELL MORE BOOKS: RESOURCES 

 

Book Reviewer Directory:   
http://melanierockett.com/book-reviewers/ 

 

Before you start looking for potential reviewers read this:  

http://melanierockett.com/asking-for-book-reviews/ 

 

 

Build Book Sales With These Top Resources: 
 

http://melanierockett.com/build-kindle-sales-with-these-top-

resources/ 

 

This is my A-List of how-to books and products that will help 

you sell more of your books.   You can get my TOP 3 selections 

for less than 10 bucks – save loads of time and effort because 

these three books will help you do it right the FIRST time.    

 

There are also some great how-to books if you need help with 

specific Kindle topics.      http://bit.ly/top-kindle-resources 

 

http://melanierockett.com/book-reviewers/
http://melanierockett.com/book-reviewers/
http://melanierockett.com/asking-for-book-reviews/
http://melanierockett.com/build-kindle-sales-with-these-top-resources/
http://melanierockett.com/build-kindle-sales-with-these-top-resources/
http://bit.ly/top-kindle-resources
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Need Help Pricing Your Book? 
 

Check out this article on the Most Profitable Price Point for 

Books.   

http://melanierockett.com/most-profitable-price-point-for-books/ 

 

 

Need Help Promoting Your Book? 

 
15-Day and 30-Day Kindle E-Book Promotions 

This service is based on my long running Kindle Promotion 

Fiverr Gig.  Many of my customers asked for longer duration 

promotions so here it is. 

 

One Year Twitter Drip Feed.  Set it and forget it! Your tweets 

will go out either daily or every second day depending on the 

service you choose. 

 

Check out my book promotion Fiverrs:  

http://fiverrs.com/melrock 

 

The Kindle Promotion Gig  http://bit.ly/free-days    

This is my longest running Fiverr gigs and is one of the best gigs 

for overall coverage. This gig is good for FREE promos, 99cent 

http://melanierockett.com/most-profitable-price-point-for-books/
http://melanierockett.com/kindle-e-book-promotions/
http://melanierockett.com/twitter-one-year-drip-feed/
http://fiverrs.com/melrock
http://bit.ly/free-days
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promotions and full-price promos.   You get a blog post as well 

as coverage on Twitter, Facebook and Pinterest.  There is a 

reason why dozens and dozens of authors keep coming back to 

this promo – it WORKS!      

 

Prices range from $5 to $20 depending on the package you 

choose.   http://bit.ly/free-days 

 

 

30-day Twitter Drip Gig   http://bit.ly/30-day-drip 

 

Drip marketing works.  Most people have to see an ad seven to 

nine times before they take action.  With this gig, your tweet 

goes out daily for 30 consecutive days.   You can rotate up to 

five tweets if you like and the number of twitter followers starts 

at $5.    http://bit.ly/30-day-drip 

 

There’s lots more … including two Kindle Scout Campaigns, 

3D book covers, Book Ads and Facebook Group Posting.   

http://fiverr.com/melrock 

 

Make More Money with the Amazon 

Affiliate Program 

 
http://melanierockett.com/amazon-plug-ins/ 

 

http://bit.ly/free-days
http://bit.ly/30-day-drip
http://bit.ly/30-day-drip
http://fiverr.com/melrock
http://melanierockett.com/amazon-plug-ins/
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Your FOCUS needs to be on selling your own book or books.  

However, with a few clicks you can also make a bit of extra cash 

with Amazon’s affiliate program. 

 

For example, if you are selling your own romance books, why 

not sell other top selling romances.  Romance readers have 

voracious appetites, with some readers going through a book a 

night.   

 

If you have a non-fiction site … sell your visitors YOUR book 

first, and then offer them a selection of your competitor’s books.  

Your visitors will FIND them anyway, so why not make a few 

bucks by pointing out the obvious.  They follow YOUR link 

>>> you get a commission. 

 

Here are several WordPress plug-ins that will help you do this 

almost effortlessly! 

 

http://melanierockett.com/amazon-plug-ins/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://melanierockett.com/amazon-plug-ins/
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